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Beecher Community Calendar Gets Major Upgrade!

The Beecher Community Calendar App recently received a major upgrade. Not only does 
the app still show all the activities that are going on within our local community, including 
free community events plus meeting dates and activities planned by the township, library, 
village, fire district and school, it now offers a “Local News Feed”.
 
The newsfeed feature was added when developer Chris Russell was asked by his wife if 
there was a way to get news from her hometown after the local paper went out of business. 
Chris sprang into action and developed an AI driven platform that scans local online 
newsfeeds and pulls them into the news portion of the app. The newsfeed includes 
information that has always been available to the public, including summaries of any local 
taxing entity that has posted their minutes online as well as press releases and other 
related local topics. Currently the newsfeed offers info from Washington Township, 
Beecher Library District, Village of Beecher, Beecher Police Department, Beecher Fire 
Protection District and the Beecher School District 200U. Don’t miss out on what is going 
on with your local entities, it’s all in one place. No longer do you need to go to different 
websites or scan Facebook, just open our app. The app also contains a tab that pulls 
information from Will County in the same manner. What are your county officials 
discussing or voting on? It’s on the app. 
 
Parents, another great feature of the App is it includes the school sports and other 
activities listed on their calendar. The application takes the information from the school 
website and downloads it into our app. Need to know when the next game is, early 
dismissal, end of the quarter, or “no school”? Just open the appropriate (BES, BJHS,BHS) 
school calendar. 
 
To get all this information for FREE, just go to your favorite app store and type in 
Beecher Community Calendar and tap on  download!

Catholic Charities Satellite Office Open in Washington Township

A representative from Catholic Charities is onsite on the second and fourth Tuesday of every 
month from 9 AM to Noon. Catholic Charities staff can assist you with reduced cost license 
plate applications, "Aging & Disability Resources", Medicare enrollment assistance, health 
screenings, and many other valuable programs. They also provide referrals and resources to meet 
the needs of the individual. Catholic Charities works collaboratively with many organizations to 
accomplish this goal. For more information, please call our office at 708-946-2026.

Additional information regarding the many services of Catholic Charities can be found at their 
website: catholiccharitiesjoliet.org

Turning 65 
Soon? 


You are 
automatically 
eligible for the 
Senior Citizen 
Homestead 
Exemption. 
See page 3 for 
the details!



WASHINGTON   TOWNSHIP                                                                                        FALL - 2025


PAGE 2

From Supervisor Mike Stanula

Tracy Heldt

Washington Township Food Pantry Asking for Help / Holiday Schedule
  

As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, the food pantry is planning on supplying a holiday breakfast and 
dinner to those people in need. We are fortunate that we will have turkeys, eggs, cranberries and canned 
vegetables available, however, we are asking for canned fruit (peaches, mixed, etc.), butter, instant potatoes, 
bread (please bring on Nov 24) and frozen orange juice. If you are willing to donate any of these items, please 
bring them to the Washington Township Center no later than November 19. All we ask is that these items 
have not reached their expiration date. 
 
The Food Pantry also accepts cash donation that will be used to purchase items as 
necessary. Cash donations can be dropped off at the Washington Township Center 
during regular business hours and we will provide you with a receipt.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Thanksgiving - No pantry on Nov 26 - Thanksgiving Pantry pickup will be on Nov 22 - starting at noon.
Christmas - No pantry on Dec 24 - Christmas Pantry pickup will be on Dec 20 - starting at noon.

Hello Friends and Neighbors-
I hope you all enjoyed your summer, and I wish you nothing but health and happiness as we approach the 
change of seasons and the end of another year. Please read through this issue of your Townships Fall newsletter 
where you will find facts and events that you and your family would surely enjoy. We are looking into things 
that will bring us closer together, encourage health and happiness and foster community spirit and pride.  
 

Friends, I am going to jump on my soap box just for a moment and once again speak about these Mega Solar 
Sites. The Township received notice of another solar site coming to Washington Township. This one will be off 
Corning Road adjacent to the current solar site which was built a few years ago. According to my count this 
would be 5 solar sites (present and future). Washington Township has been against these projects since the 
beginning, each time addressing the County and the Developers of our opinion. Here is an excerpt of the letter 
sent by the township concerning a Solar Site on the north side of Beecher………
 

“We do not recommend the Zoning request nor the Special Use Variances for a Solar Farm. We are familiar with so 
called “Solar Farms”. They continue to scar the landscape, replacing farmland which benefits our residents both 
regionally as well as nationally. Solar Farms benefit a select few and provide large profits to the developers. The 
long-term effects of solar farms have yet to be seen. The present effects we do know of include migratory bird and 
wildlife disruption, loss of crop land and unnatural soil warming. Many components of the solar panels are also not 
recyclable once the life cycle of the equipment has ended. The longevity of the start-up solar developers to provide 
long term service and restoration of the property back to original ground is yet to be seen. Solar Farm developers 
believe that if they put their projects out in the country no one will notice. We as a township do indeed notice, 
however we have our hands tied, due to state legislation, which limits our control over wind and solar energy 
projects, the best that we can do is to state our point of view and make recommendations. The Siciliano Community 
Solar Garden (is not a garden) ……” 

 


Solar developers typically give financial rewards to local agencies as a way of softening the impact as if to say …..
‘it’s ok that we are destroying your farmland because we gave you something to forget about what we are doing’.   

Washington Township will not participate in this type of Quid quo pro.

Please let’s keep Beecher a Great place to be! 
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From Assessor Pat Peters: Tax Exemptions You May Be Entitled To!
 

If you are a homeowner, senior citizen, veteran, disabled veteran, or disabled person, you might be eligible for a 
money-saving exemption. The Supervisor of Assessments is responsible for administering the following exemptions: 
 

General Homestead Exemption 
Homestead property (residential property that is occupied by its owner as his/her principal dwelling place) is entitled 
to an annual homestead exemption of $8,000 off the assessed value. If your tax bill is missing the General 
Homestead Exemption, please contact your local Township Assessor.
 

Senior Citizen Homestead Exemption (PTAX– 324) 
The Senior’s Homestead property is entitled to an annual exemption of $8,000 off  your assessed value. This is in 
addition to the General Homestead Exemption and any other applicable exemptions. To qualify, you must be 65 years 
of age or older during the assessment year, own or have legal or equitable interest in the property occupied as your 
principal residence during the assessment year and be liable for payment of the property taxes. To 
file for a Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption, you need: 
• A copy of your Illinois driver’s license OR Illinois State ID OR birth certificate
• A copy of your current Tax Bill OR your P.I.N. (property index number)
 

Disabled Persons’ Homestead Exemption (PTAX– 343)
The Disabled Persons’ Homestead Exemption is entitled to an annual exemption of $2,000 off the 
assessed value. This is in addition to the General Homestead Exemption and any other applicable 
exemptions. To qualify, you must be disabled or become disabled during the assessment year, own or have legal or 
equitable interest in the property or a lease-hold interest of a single-family residence, occupy the property as your 
principal place of residence on January 1st of the assessment year, and be liable for payment of the property taxes. 
Check with the Assessor’s Office for eligibility requirements.
 

Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption (PTAX– 340)
Allows qualified senior citizens to have their home’s equalized assessed value (EAV) “frozen” at the base year value 
and prevents increases due to inflation. (The tax rate is not frozen.) This exemption would be in addition to the 
General Homestead Exemption and any other applicable exemptions. To qualify you must be 65 or older in 2025; your 
total household income was $65,000 or less and you used the property as your principal place of residence; you own 
or have legal or equitable interest in the property or a leasehold interest in the property used as a single-family 
residence; and you are liable for the payment of property taxes. You do not qualify for this exemption if your property 
is assessed under the mobile home privilege tax. To file for a Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead 
Exemption, you will need to use the front page of your IRS 1040 and your Social Security 1099 while completing the 
application. If you did not file an IRS 1040, use the Social Security 1099 and ALL other household income 
verification.
 

Disabled Veterans’ Homestead Exemption (PTAX– 342)
Provides an annual reduction in the equalized assessed value (EAV) of the primary residence occupied by a disabled 
veteran on January 1st of the assessment year or on a prorated basis during the time of occupancy for the assessment 
year. This is in addition to the General Homestead Exemption and any other applicable exemptions. A veteran with 
70% -100% service-connected disability will receive an annual decrease in their assessed value to Zero (0), when the 
EAV is $250,000 or less. A veteran with 50%-60% service-connected disability will receive an annual $5,000 reduction 
off the assessed value. A Veteran with 30%-40% service-connected disability will receive an annual $2,500 reduction off 
the assessed value. To qualify you must be an Illinois resident who has served as a member of U.S. Armed Forces on active 
duty or state active duty, Illinois National Guard, or U.S. Reserve Forces, and not dishonorably discharged. Check with the 
Assessor’s Office for eligibility requirements.
 

Returning Veterans’ Homestead Exemption (PTAX– 341) 
The Returning Veteran’s Homestead Exemption provides a $5,000 reduction off the assessed value of the veteran’s 
principal residence for two consecutive assessment (tax) years, the tax year and the following year that the veteran returns 
from active duty in an armed conflict involving the armed forces of the United States. The veteran must own and occupy 
the property as his or her principal residence on January 1 of each assessment year. This is in addition to the General 
Homestead Exemption and any other applicable exemptions. Check with the Assessor’s Office for eligibility requirements.
 

If you think you are missing an exemption to which you are entitled, please contact Assessor Pat Peters.
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Community Building News

The Washington Township Community Hall Board of Directors 
welcomed Robert Pagani to the open position on the Board following 
the recent elections. Bob has been a resident of the township for many 
years and is very familiar with the Community Hall through his work 
with the Beecher Part-Time Players. Bob is also a certified electrician. 
We also accepted the resignation of Stacy Mazurek from the Board in 
September. We want to thank Stacy for her years of service and 
dedication to the Board and wish her all the best in her new endeavors.
 
As often happens in the upkeep and management of older buildings (the 
Community Hall was built in 1929) we have had to adjust some of our 
plans for future improvements. Work still continues on a new digital sign 
in front of the building so that newer residents and visitors can more 
easily find the Community Hall. We will also be placing it out for bid to 
have the HVAC system replaced. After more than 25 years of service and 
continual issues with keeping all of the units operating, as well as 
changes in the HVAC industry making repairs of the current units more 
difficult, the decision was made to replace the system so that both the 
Heating and Cooling of the building will be more reliable. 
 
The Hall continues to accept applications for rent from any Washington 
Township resident. It is a great location for birthday parties, baby 
showers, bridal showers, graduation parties and much more! The 
standard fee is $125 per day per level. Weekends fill up quickly, so we 
encourage anyone interested in seeing the building or reserving a date to 
contact Kellie Karstensen, Community Hall Manager at 708-417-6403 to 
check availability and details. Contact information and the full Rental 
and Cleaning Deposit policies can also be found on the Washington 
Township website under “Township Community Bldg” at 
washingtontownshipil.com 

Your Township Officials:


Supervisor - Mike Stanula

708-231-1173


Clerk - Joe Burgess 

708-231-1176


Assessor - Patricia Peters

708-231-1175


Highway Commissioner

Mike Smith - 708-946-6459


Trustees

Paul Goldrick

Tracy Heldt

Mark Herlitz

Currently Vacant


Office Staff / General Assistance 
(708) 231- 1172

You can also contact us through our 
website!
washingtontownshipil.com


Community Building Board of 
Managers

Dan Waterman
Bob Pagani

Township Hires New Staff / Updates Business Hours
 

The Washington Township Board recently decided to go back to a five day a week schedule after testing a 
“Summer Hours” schedule at the Washington Township Center. The office is once again open Monday – Friday 
from 9 AM to 3 PM. There was no change made to the township’s Dial-A-Ride program that continues to run 
on Mondays and Thursdays. 
 

Additionally, the township has hired two new part-time employees, who will split their time in the office to 
ensure there is coverage every day. Teresa Peterson will work exclusively in the office and will be working on 
the days that the Dial-A-Ride is running. Teresa worked in the office several years ago and is well versed in 
township activities. Melanie Brenenstall will be driving the Dial-A-Ride bus, handling the transportation 
responsibilities and daily office activities when not driving. Melanie is from Beecher and has worked with the 
public for many years. We are excited to have Teresa and Melanie on board!
 

The new staff was hired when long-time employee Tammy Hitzelburger decided to take a new position 
elsewhere. Tammy was a loyal and dedicated employee, and we wish her the best as she starts her new career 
path! 

http://washingtontownshipil.com
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Washington Township Senior News

Nov. 19, 2025 @ 6:30 PM

Check our website or call us for 
movie title!

Washington Township Center
Refreshments will be served. 

Bring a friend!

SENIOR MOVIE NIGHT SCHEDULE

18th Annual Senior Holiday Dinner

On December 9 at 5:30 pm, Washington Township will be sponsoring a free 
holiday dinner at the Beecher Amvet Hall. We are planning on Christmas 
music after dinner this year! This is one of our biggest events and you don’t 
want to miss it! Keep the date open and call us if you need a ride as we will be 
happy to assist you. 

“Sounds of the Season” Senior Bus Trip Planned 

Washington Township is planning its annual senior bus trip to see and hear 
the “Sounds of the Season” holiday concert at Olivet Nazarene University on 
Friday, December 5. Entry to the concert is $10 per person and we will select 
the best available seating! 

This is a “must see” event as Olivet's program features innovative 
performances of favorite holiday music by their many talented groups and 
ensembles. 

For more information or to reserve your tickets, please call the Washington 
Township office at (708) 946-2026 Ext. 2 between the hours of 9am - 3pm. 

Tickets are $10 and limited and includes transportation! Call the 
township office to reserve your seat!

2026 Pizza & Movie Matinee! 

On Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 12:30 pm, we will 
celebrate the new year with a “Pizza & Movie 
Matinee”. The township will provide pizza prior to 
the start of our movie and of course, dessert. Seating 
is limited so please call our office at 708-946-2026 to reserve a spot. 
In case of inclimate weather, (blizzard, heavy snow or poor driving 
conditions) the movie will be held on January 28. 

Important dates for 
our Seniors:


November 19 - 6:30 PM 
Senior MOVIE Night  
Refreshments will be served!

December 5 - 7 pm
Senior Bus Trip - “Sounds of the 
Season” concert at Olivet 
Nazarene University. 
Reservations required!

December 9 - 5:30 pm
Senior Holiday Dinner at the 
Beecher Amvet Hall -  A free 
dinner followed by a holiday 
music.

January 21, 2026-12:30 PM 
Senior PIZZA & MOVIE 
MATINEE - Refreshments will be 
served! 

Cut me out and put me on 
the fridge!

Seniors, do you need a 
ride within Washington 

Township? 


The Washington Township 
Dial-A-Ride bus is available 

Monday & Thursday 
between 9 am - 3pm! 

Call our office at (708) 
946-2026 for more 

information.

See page 8 for more 
details!
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Dryer Vent Safety: A Message from the Beecher Fire Protection District
 
Don't Let Lint Start a Fire in Your Home
 

At the Beecher Fire Protection District, your safety is our top priority. One of the most overlooked — yet highly 
preventable — causes of residential fires is something many of us use daily: the clothes dryer.
 

Each year, thousands of home fires across the United States are caused by dryers. The leading cause? Failure to clean 
the dryer and its vent system. Lint buildup, restricted airflow, and improper venting can all create a serious fire 
hazard. We want to help you protect your home and loved ones with a few important safety reminders.
 

Why Dryer Vent Cleaning Matters
 

As your dryer runs, it produces heat and collects lint. While the lint trap captures some of it, a significant amount 
escapes into the vent hose and ductwork. Over time, this buildup can block airflow, overheat your appliance, and 
potentially ignite. Dryer fires often start quietly — behind walls or in concealed ductwork — and can spread quickly 
before you're even aware something is wrong.
 

Warning Signs Your Dryer Vent May Be Clogged
These are red flags that airflow is restricted — and your risk of a fire is increasing. If you notice any of the following, 
it’s time to take action:
• Clothes are taking longer to dry than usual
• The dryer feels hot to the touch or shuts off unexpectedly
• A musty or burning smell is present during or after drying
• Lint is collecting around the dryer or outside vent
• The exterior vent flap doesn’t open properly when the dryer is running
 

Dryer Vent Safety Tips
 

Protect your home by following these best practices:
• Clean the lint trap before and after every load
• Inspect and clean your dryer vent system at least once a year — more often if you have a large family or pets
• Use rigid or semi-rigid metal ducts — avoid plastic or foil vent hoses, which can sag and trap lint
• Ensure the outside vent is clear of obstructions, such as leaves, nests, or snow
• Don’t leave the dryer running when you leave the house or go to sleep
• Schedule professional cleaning if your vents are long, hard to reach, or haven’t been cleaned in years
 
Professional Cleaning Can Make a Big Difference
 

For homes with long vent systems or complicated ductwork, a professional dryer vent cleaning service can remove 
years of lint buildup and ensure everything is properly connected and exhausting outside.
This small investment can greatly reduce your risk of a fire — and improve your 
dryer’s efficiency, saving energy and money.
 

Your Safety is Our Mission
 

Unfortunately, we often respond to dryer fires that could have been prevented with 
routine maintenance. That’s why we strongly encourage all homeowners to make 
dryer vent cleaning part of their regular home safety checklist.
 

If you have any concerns about your dryer or need guidance on fire prevention, our 
members are here to help.
Call us at (708) 946-6585 

Visit us online at www.beecherfire.org 
Follow us on Facebook for fire safety tips, alerts, and community news
Don’t Wait for a Fire to Take Action. Clean the Vent. Stay Safe!

This was submitted to us by a 
Beecher resident who recently 
had their dryer vent cleaned! 
This pile filled over 1/2 of a 

GROCERY BAG!!
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TENTATIVE HOLIDAY 
SCHEDULE


November 30


Beecher Lions Pop-up Christmas 
Market – 1pm - 3:30pm @ 


Light Parade – 5 p.m. - Watch 
for more details! Presented by 
the Village of Beecher. (Lineup 
at 4:45pm) Route: Begins at 
corner of Reed & Penfield; 
Reed north to Hodges; Hodges 
east to Woodward; Woodward 
south to Penfield; Penfield east 
to Fireman’s Park. 

Santa Arrives at 5:15 pm - 
Santa’s Workshop & Food Stand 
opens


Tree Lighting – 5:20 p.m. in 
Firemen’s Park. Presented by 
the Village of Beecher

   


December 5 & 6         

Beecher Part-Time Players      
VHS Christmas Carol  - 7:30 pm 
at the John C. Dean Theatre @ 
Beecher Community Building


December 7         


Beecher Part-Time Players  - 
VHS Christmas Carol  - 2 PM 
at the John C. Dean Theatre @ 
Beecher Community Building


December 7          

Breakfast with Santa  - 8am - 
Noon - at the Beecher Amvet 
Hall. Presented by the Beecher 
Lions Club


December 9 

Washington Township Senior 
Holiday Dinner - 5:30 p.m. at 
Beecher Amvet Hall 


 December 24


Beecher Fire District Santa Ride 
–  (to be held in the evening)


Beecher Holiday Lights Decorating Contest


Do you enjoy decorating for the holidays? If so, the Village of 
Beecher will be holding a holiday lighting contest for all residents 
and businesses within the Beecher School District!

 

The ten “Best” decorated outdoor holiday displays will be 
awarded a prize of $50 and a sign to display in front of their 
property indicating you’re a winner! Additionally, the winners will 
be recognized on the Village’s social media platforms. Be creative, 
pick a theme or show your style!!


Applications will SOON be available at the Beecher Village Hall 
or online at www.villageofbeecher.org. Simply complete the form 
and email it to the village at clerk@villageofbeecher.org or fax it 
to 708-946-3764.


A team of judges will be visiting  the applicant’s home or business 
in early December and the winners will be announced shortly 
there after. Please note that winners will not be “ranked”. 


Show off your holiday spirit, have fun and maybe create a traffic 
jam in the neighborhood. (Just kidding!)

http://www.villageofbeecher.org/
mailto:clerk@villageofbeecher.org
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It Is Harvest Season - Slow Down


Slow down when you see a piece of 
agricultural equipment. Watch for 
flashing “Amber” lights!

Watch for Slow-Moving-Vehicle (SMV) 

signs. 
Watch for hand or turn signals. 
Pass farm equipment cautiously. 

Washington Township Dial-A-Ride

Need a ride within Washington Township?


Who is eligible for the program?

Disabled residents and senior citizens. 
Our bus is equipped with a lift!

Where can I go?
We will transport Washington Township residents 
anywhere WITHIN Washington Township. Including: 
to & from grocery stores, local shopping, nursing homes, 
Village Hall, restaurants, hair appointments, medical 
appointments, visit friends or relatives or any township 
sponsored events.

What are the hours of operation? 

Monday & Thursday

9 AM to 2:30 PM


Please schedule your appointments at least 24-48 
hours in advance at 708-946-2026


Suggested donation is $2 per trip! 
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Beecher Chamber of Commerce News!


The Chamber of Commerce is looking forward to the 
Holiday Season. We will soon see the banners along Penfield 
change over to our Winter banners and have decorated trees 
along Dixie Highway and celebrate lighting of the tree at 
Fireman’s Park, with the Village. 

Our regular monthly meetings are usually held at the 
Community Hall, 673 Penfield St at 7pm, except during the 
months of January and December, for our Christmas 
Meeting/Party. Membership is open to any business in the 
Village and any local businesses as well. Feel free to attend as 
a guest, we’d love to have new members join and collaborate 
on how we can promote our members.

We look forward to co-advertising on the 4 corner signs, at 
the village limits, for our Chamber Members, in 2026. Please 
contact a Chamber Board Member for details. 
We are looking into plans for a few community gardens, 
within the village, something to give back to the Village and 
our Residents. More info to come, so stay tuned. 

Beecher Youth 
Commission Fall 2025 
Update 

 
Happy Fall, y’all! The Beecher Youth 
Commission had a busy Summer 
starting with our annual Kickoff to 
Summer June 7th. We had a great 
turnout and want to thank the Lion’s Club for generously 
donating and serving hot dogs and chips to all our hungry 
participants! We also led the Kid and Pet Parade to kickoff 
4th of July Fest. Then, August found us at multiple 
community and back to school events! 
 
We are also planning a Junior High roller-skating event at 
Lynwood Roller Rink on November 21st from 6-8pm. More 
information on this event will follow! 
 
Lastly, The BYC would like to extend an invite to anyone 
interested in volunteering at any of our events or even joining 
this great group. In order to continue to offer these fun and 
free events, we NEED volunteers. Please consider coming to 
a meeting to learn more. The BYC meets every third Tuesday 
at 7:30pm in the village hall. Questions? Reach out to 
beecheryc@gmail.com or send us a message on Facebook! 
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Washington Township Road District News

The Washington Township Road District continues to make road 
improvements! The road district has tar and chipped 13 miles of roads in 
2025 and have upgraded more than 30 miles of township roads since 2023! 
With over 70 miles of roads in Washington Township, the Road District 
has addressed 40% of the roads. 

There was also 1 mile of new asphalt put down. Funds to pave roads is 
received from the counties “Motor Fuel Tax” and at over $17,000 to pave 
one mile, Commissioner Smith works diligently to ensure the repairs go 
where they are needed most. These repairs can be attributed to good 
planning, favorable weather and joining forces with other local townships 
to maximize equipment and labor. This practice has been beneficial for all 
the involved townships as it enables all of them to get more accomplished 
each summer. 
 
There were also multiple culverts replaced, mowing, tree trimming and 
installation and replacement of signs throughout the township. The 
department has recently begun the final mowing of roadside ditches this 
fall to ensure snow doesn’t pile up and drift across roads this winter. 

Congratulations to Commissioner Mike Smith and his dedicated Crew for 
a job well done! 

Washington Township Medical 
Closet


Washington Township residents can 
take advantage of the township’s 
Medical Closet for many of their 
“short term” medical equipment 
needs. The medical closet typically 
has wheelchairs, walkers, canes, 
crutches, and shower chairs in 
inventory and available for checkout. 

There is no cost to residents to 
borrow items and we simply ask that 
all items be returned clean when they 
are no longer needed. 
 
Please call our 
office at (708) 
946-2026 to make 
arrangements to 
drop-off or check 
out equipment. 
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Washington Township wants to 
THANK all of our businesses 
that advertise in our newsletter. 
Please patronize our 
advertisers as they have shown 
a commitment to support your 
community! Their advertising 
helps keep the cost of printing 
and mailing this newsletter to a 
minimum!
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